
Wri$ng	  great	  content	  

Alan	  Bunce	  

13	  July	  2016	  



1.	  Background	  
2.	  Finding	  news	  

3.	  Wri$ng	  news	  

4.	  Other	  types	  of	  content	  

5.	  Mistakes	  

6.	  Ques$ons	  

13	  July	  2016	  



Reading	  Chronicle	  approx	  2005	  
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Reading	  Post	  1965-‐2014	  
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Reading	  Chronicle	  2016	  
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Front	  page	  
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Future	  direc$on	  

•  Hyperlocal	  news	  
•  BBC	  working	  with	  local	  media	  

•  No-‐one	  has	  any	  money	  

•  Off-‐diary	  stories	  are	  missed	  (crea$ng	  
opportuni$es	  for	  local	  newsleQers)	  
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Stories	  
•  Independent	  residen$al	  estate	  agents	  
•  Commercial	  estate	  agents	  
•  Councillors/MPs	  
•  Shop	  owners	  
•  Scouts/Brownies/clubs/voluntary	  groups	  
•  Schools	  
•  Pubs	  
•  Police/PCSOs	  
•  Re$red	  people	  
•  Churches	  
•  People	  who	  talk	  a	  lot	  
•  Surveys	  
•  Town	  wide	  stories,	  na$onal	  stories	  
•  Obits/inquests	  
•  Online	  sources	  
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Scores	  on	  the	  doors	  

13	  July	  2016	  



Planning	  applica$ons	  
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Council	  mee$ngs	  
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Council	  mee$ngs	  online	  
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Repackaging	  
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Exclusive	  stories	  

•  Interviews	  	  
•  Casual	  conversa$ons/gossip	  
•  Rumours	  
•  No$ceboards	  (lost	  cat!)	  
•  Stories	  behind	  fundraising	  (ie	  school	  fete)	  
•  Charity	  shops	  
•  Jumble	  sale	  organisers	  
•  Coffee	  shops	  in	  churches	  
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Interviews/mee$ngs	  

•  Pick	  out	  the	  main	  story/statement	  
•  Make	  that	  the	  intro	  

•  Quote	  in	  third	  or	  fourth	  paragraph	  	  
•  Where	  possible	  include	  a	  call	  to	  ac$on	  

•  Ending	  with	  a	  posi$ve	  
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Tradi$onal	  intros	  
•  PLANS	  for	  a	  new	  public	  transport	  link	  to	  funnel	  buses	  and	  coaches	  into	  the	  

town	  centre	  are	  going	  on	  display.	  

•  MORE	  than	  1,100	  cars	  were	  turned	  away	  from	  the	  re3	  recycling	  centres	  in	  
its	  first	  week	  of	  changes	  to	  visitor	  access.	  

•  A	  CHANCE	  to	  discuss	  dog	  control	  is	  one	  of	  the	  topics	  up	  for	  discussion	  
when	  a	  community	  group	  meets	  tonight.	  

•  IDEAS	  for	  the	  future	  of	  a	  Woodley	  leisure	  centre	  are	  being	  welcomed	  by	  
the	  council.	  

•  Don’t	  start	  with	  ‘Reading	  Borough	  Council....’	  
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Some	  problems	  

•  Recording/videoing	  
•  Using	  emailed	  quotes	  

•  Copy	  veang	  

•  ‘Nega$ve’	  stories	  
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Royal	  Elm	  Park	  interview	  
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Other	  content	  

•  Opinion	  pieces	  

•  Local	  sport	  

•  Local	  businesses	  	  

•  Nostalgia	  –	  ie	  Old	  Reading	  FB	  group	  	  
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Nostalgia	  

13	  July	  2016	  



Summary	  

•  There	  are	  stories	  everywhere	  
•  Tradi$onal	  media	  very	  hard	  pressed	  

•  Few	  sources	  of	  ‘hyperlocal	  news’	  
•  Intros/headlines/front	  page	  most	  important	  

•  Use	  media	  to	  spread	  the	  word	  
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Newsquest	  
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Newsquest	  
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Newsquest	  
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